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all men; so that the best of us and most experienced knew not
what to doe. And specially seeing ourselves in such a tem-
pestuous sea and so stormie a place, so that I thinke there bee few
worse in all the world. Now our ship drave up and downe in the
sea like a wracke, which way soever the wind carried her. So
that sometimes we were within three or four leagues of the Cape
Buena Esperanza; then commeth a contrary wind and driveth
us almost to fortie degrees to the southward, into the hayle and
snow and sleetie cold weather; and this was another great miserie
unto us, that pinched us exceeding sore, so that our case was
miserable and very desperate. Yet all this while the Hector kept
by us carefully (the company whereof was some comfort unto
us), and many times the master of the Hector came aboord our
shippe. So at the last it was concluded to take our misenmast
and put it forth at the sterne port, to prove if wee could steere
our shippe into some place where we might make another rother,
to hang it to serve our turnes home. But this device was to small
purpose; for when we had fitted it and put it forth (the seas
being somewhat growne), with lifting up the mast it did shake
the sterne and put all in such danger that it was needfull to make
all convenient haste to get the mast into the ship againe; which
we were very glad when we had brought it to passe. Now we
were without all remedie, unlesse we made a new rother, and
could bring it to passe to hang it in the sea; which to performe,
let every man judge how easie a thing it was, our ship being of
seven or eight hundred tunnes, and in so dangerous a sea as this
was; but necessitie compelleth to proove all meanes. Then the
generall commanded the carpenter to make a rother of the said
misenmast, to proove what wee could doe. But this barre fell in
our way, that, at such time as wee lost our rother, wee lost also
the most of our rother irons, wherewith to fasten the rother.
But yet wee went forward and made all the haste we could, and
one of our men dived to search what rother irons remayned;
who found but two, and one that was broken, to helpe us withall.
Yet, by Gods helpe, finding a faire day, wee made fast the
said rother, and sailed on our course homewards. But within
three or foure houres the sea tooke it off againe, and wee had
much adoe to save it. And with the saving of it wee lost another